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The show is over and by any
standards you would have to say it
was a good one. There was a great
array of exquisite plants and a band
of willing helpers. Yes we ran out of
sales plants on the Saturday, and
some exhibitors found it hard to
keep up their usual strong
participation.

As usual, though, the show came
together looking great. The major
awards table on the right tells the
story.

2014 Annual Show

Possibly two of the most
exclaimed over plants in the
show were these:

Far left: Buffalo Hunt grown by
Dennis Halton

Left: Cirelda also grown by
Dennis Halton.

See p. 4 for a full report on the

\ show.

From the Editor:

Among other things | want to apologise for the fact that the August edition of our Magazine came out with the
wrong date on. No, we weren’t doing May all over again. My fault. Sorry.

This issue contains material about the Annual Show just over but otherwise is about basic growing techniques.

"

There articles on “Taking Care of Those Leaves”, “African Violets in the Summer” and “How to Help Your
African Violet to Have Babies”. Please let me know if there are any other subjects you would like to see
discussed or questions you would like answered.

Let me also take the opportunity to wish all members a happy and peaceful Christmas and a great New Year.

Futh

The African Violet’ is published quarterly in February, May, August and November. Deadline for advertising and
articles is the 20th of the month prior to issue.
Opinions expressed by authors of articles are not necessarily the views of the Association. Mention of products or
services in this magazine does not imply endorsement by the Association.

Permission is freely given for reprinting of articles from this magazine, provided that full acknowledgement is given of
the author and ‘The African Violet'. Articles may not be re-edited without the permission of the AVAA or the author.
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The African Violet Association of Australia—Your Association H

General Contact: Website: www.africanviolet.org.au
Email: african_violet@bigpond.com (note underscore between n & v)
The Association’s Coming Up in Your Association

Office Bearers
The regular Day and Evening Meetings of the Association are held at the

President: Burwood RSL Club, 96 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood.
Geoffrey Pittaway,
8 Wangalla Road, All Day and Evening Meetings, unless otherwise notified feature a mini-
Riverview NSW 2066. show bench, plant and supplies sales and a library. These features are

Ph: 02 9427 5407 available from half an hour before the start of the meeting. As well we have

Vice President Day: speakers on topics of interest to growers of African Violets and other

Beverley Donsworth gesneriads.

36/4 Amicitia Circuit . :
ConstitrS;icgr:aHil:rCUI Day Meetings Held at 10.30 am to 12.00 noon in the Sports Lounge

Northmead 2152 on Level B1, on the 2nd Monday of the months of February to

Ph: 02 9636 4426 November.

10 November Christmas party which will once again feature our Auction of
Useful Items. Please bring along and donate anything you
no longer want but others may find worthwhile to buy.

Secretary:
Barbara Pittaway,
8 Wangalla Road,

Riverview NSW 2066. Proceeds for charity. There will be a special morning tea.
Ph: 02 9427 5407 Contributions of cake/slices/biscuits welcome. Sales table
and Mini-Show will be operating.
Treasurer: ) i
Carol Fotheringham, 9 February First Day meeting of the New Year. (Please note: no
6/56 Orpington Street, meeting in December). No subject at this time.

Ashfield NSW 2131

Ph: 02 9797 7216 Evening Meetings Held at 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm on the 4th Monday of

the months of January, March, September and November .

Publications Editor: 24 November Christmas Party. Come along for the social night of the year

Ruth Coulson, ; : ;
5 Colban Street, and a chance to play African Violet Bingo.

Balcolyn NSW 2264. 2 February (not confirmed at this date—our usual date would be 26
Ph: 02 4973 5727 January—a public holiday. Please check further before
Email: coming to the meeting)

mrcoulson@iprimus.com.au

Gesneriad Study Group Meetings Held normally at 2.00pm in the

Membership Secretary: homes of some of the members in the months of January, March, August
Sue Armstrong, and December. Plants and information are shared. All members of the
9 Pritchard Avenue, Association are welcome.
Hammondville NSW 2170
Ph: 02 9825 1950 The next Gesneriad meeting will be held on 7 December, at the
Email: home of Ron & Sue Armstrong, 9 Pritchard Avenue, Hammonadville. If

ronarmstrong@optusnet.com.au| your interest in Streptocarpus has been stirred by the Day Meeting in
October you should come to this one.
genus! Do come along and find out more about these plants. (Hint:

rm

there are always plants and cuttings given away)

January Gesneriad Meeting

This meeting, as usual, is a special combined meeting with members of the Hunter Valley African Violet Society
and any other interested parties. It will be held in the home of Ruth Coulson, 5 Colban Street, Balcolyn, NSW on
11 January. This is about 1 hour north of the start of the M1. Starting time is 10.00 —10-30 am and stay until 3.00
or so—later if you like.

There will be two talks—"Kohlerias” and “Getting Plant Names Right”. Also plenty of opportunity to talk plants,
look at plants, swap plants etc.

Please phone before to let me know you are coming (a matter of chairs!) and bring any spare cuttings, plants,
tubers, rhizomes etc you would like to share. Go home with lots of lovely things.

BYO lunch, drinks provided.
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President’s Message

Dear Friends,

Our Annual Show is over for another year and | would like to thank all who helped set up the show, bring in
their plant entries, sale plants and those who stayed at the end to help clean up. Unfortunately due to work
commitments, | was unable to help out this year.

As some members have had problems with their plants and other health issues this year, we only tabled
241, but the quality was there. Dennis Halton once again produced stunning plants and won the major
African Violet prizes, whilst Ruth Coulson’s beautiful Sinningia ‘Apricot Down’ was the Best Other
Gesneriad. Sue Armstrong’s Bowl Garden won the Best Artistic award.

We will have our charity auction at the last Christmas day meeting on November 10 and just a fun night of
African Violet Bingo at the Evening Christmas night on November 24

| would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and good health in 2015.
Good growing,
Geoff

The October Day Meeting featured a special guest speaker—Dr. Trevor Edwards. He is a botanist, and his
subject was Streptocarpus about which he knows so much. It was great to have his information and to see

his photographs of the various species. Many of the plants featured were growing in the wild, photographed
on one of his many plant study expeditions in their native habitat in Southern Africa.

We all came away with a greater appreciation of the species and with a desire to grow them again.
Thank you Dr. Edwards.

Keeping Up to Date

You only receive this magazine four times a year, but in between issues remember you can keep up to
date with what is happening in your Association by checking our website (www.africanviolet.org.au) or on
Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/pages/African-

Violet-Association-of-Australia/697487376947073.

: . New members
We are also slowly getting together a collection of
interesting African violet pictures on Pinterest at: Mrs J Kent
http://www.pinterest.com/coulsonruth/african-violet- Ms D Kruze

association-of-australia/
You don’t need to belong to either Facebook or Pinterest | Na mes of members w

to view these pages, only if you wish to interact with Show wi || be | iste:¢
them. magazine

If you prefer, just go to the Association’s website, given ]

above and click on the links. (easier than typing all that Membership Fees are due at the e_nd of
stuffl) December. If you pay annually or if your

| 3 years is up, don'’t forget to pay.
[

Membership Renewal

Scale of Fees per year/per three years If you move house, have a new email address or any
other changed details, please notify the Membership

Single: $ 16.00/$42.00 Secretary, so our records are kept accurate.

Family: $ 18.00/$ 48.00 It will also ensure that you receive your magazine

. . properly and any other communications there may

HRIEE $ 12.00/$30.00 be from the Association.

Pensioner Family: $ 14.00/$36.00

Membership year is from 1% January to 31°

December.

Page 3



http://www.africanviolet.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/pages/African-Violet-Association-of-Australia/697487376947073
https://www.facebook.com/pages/African-Violet-Association-of-Australia/697487376947073
http://www.pinterest.com/coulsonruth/african-violet-association-of-australia/
http://www.pinterest.com/coulsonruth/african-violet-association-of-australia/

2014 Annual Show Report

Well, the show is over for another year. Some of us thought that there would not be enough entries on
the benches, we wouldn’t have enough people doing the necessary jobs, there wouldn’t be any plants
for the sales tables, etc. But once again it all worked out pretty well.

Not by accident, of course. The end result was the consequence of the hard work of a dedicated bunch
of members who just keep coming back for more every year. Whether you entered plants, supplied
sales plants, helped with publicity or just worked your socks off during the weekend: thank you so
much. Getting the show together is so much work that it is tempting to mention individual people who
carry much of the burden. However it is unfair to do that as it is so easy to fail to mention someone who
has worked equally hard behind the scenes. But to all involved, please know you are appreciated.

If you weren'’t involved could we just make a plea that next time you will take part in some way. Others
who have been doing this for many years are getting rather tired!

Here is a list of the major awards:

AVAA Gesneriad Championship R&S Armstrong

Grand Champion African Violet Buffalo Hunt exhibited by Dennis Halton

Best Standard African Violet in Show  Ness’ Candy Pink exhibited by Dennis Halton
Best Trailing African Violet in Show Cirelda exhibited by Dennis Halton

Best Miniature African Violet in Show  Rob’s Boogie Woogie exhibited by Dennis Halton

Best Other Gesneriad in Show Sinningia ‘Apricot Down’ exhibited by Ruth Coulson
Best Creative Arrangement in Show Bowl Garden exhibited by R&S Armstrong

Most Successful Exhibitor Overall Christine Taylor

Most Successful Open Exhibitor Dennis Halton

Most Successful Novice Exhibitor Lonny Raines

Gesneriad Council Award Dennis Halton

Dr. Sydney Crawcour Award Ruth Coulson

The full results of the show are given here, along with a few photographs. Photographs of most of the
first place winners will be uploaded to the Association’s website in due course. Please watch out for
them. Mean while, a selection of photographs including the major award winners has been uploaded to
the Association’s Facebook page. You can see them there.

On Facebook the show photographs have won acclaim from interested growers in dozens of countries
all around the world. Just 48 hours after they were uploaded they had been viewed by well over 2,500
people and the collection of photos had been shared 48
times. That number will have increased greatly by the time
you read this. In addition the individual photos had also
been shared countless times. Comments included “Wow”

“My eyes just doubled in size”, “My heart just skipped a
beat”, “What’s in the air/water in Australia. | have never
seen more blooms on a plant” and so on, and so on. So
take a bow members, take a bow everyone who exhibited
plants and especially take a bow Dennis Halton. We are all

very proud to have you as a member.

™

All we need to do now is start planning the next show. And
think about which plants we will
enter. | am planning better entries
for next year. How about you? If you have never exhibited before, why not have
a go. You will get as much help as you need.

Novice growers are needed and do well. This photo on left is Corroboree grown
by Lonny Raines, a Novice. You can do it too.
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Class by Class Show Results

Class 1
1st  AVAA Championship

Class 2

1st  Corroboree

2nd Repeat Performance
3rd  Repeat Performance

Class 3
2nd Ness’ Blue Wave
3rd Heniz's Starfish

Class 4
2nd Lowanna
3rd  Kimea

Class 5

1st  Marching Band
2nd Jays’ Just Pink
3rd M Taylor

Class 6

1st  Buffalo Hunt
2nd RD’s Inferno
3rd Dandaloo

Class 7

1st  Colonial Mount Remarkable
2nd  Wyuna

Class 8

1st  Seedling

2nd Ness’ Blueberry Puff
Class 9

1st  Tineke

2nd The Alps

3rd  Duo

Class 10

1st  Okie Easter Bunny
2nd Candyman

3rd  Floozie

Class 11

1st  Girl Talk

2nd Birthday Gift

3rd  Crystal Gazer

Class 12

1st  Ness’ Candy Pink
2nd Matinee

3rd Corella

R&S Armstrong

K Willis
S Hodges
R&S Armstrong

R&S Armstrong
M Taylor

K Willis
K Willis

K Willis
M Taylor
Chinook Wind

D Halton
M Taylor
K Willis

A Wong
K Willis

S Hodges
S Hodges

M Taylor
K Willis
M Taylor

D Halton
K Willis
K Willis

M Taylor
R Coulson
M Taylor

D Halton
S Hodges
K Willis

Class 13

1st  Twilight Zone
2nd Birrong

3rd  Milang Skies
Class 14

1st  Oracle

2nd Jazztime

3rd  Pacific Sky

Class 15

1st  Rob’s Fuddy Duddy
Class 16

1st  Little Pro

2nd  Christening Gown

3rd  lIrish Flirt

Class 17

1st  Ness’ Puppy Charms

2nd Rob’s Antique Rose

3rd  Den’s Blush

Class 18

1st  Orchard’s Bumble Magnet
2nd Orchard’s Bumble Magnet
3rd  Jolly Orchid

Class 19

1st  Rob’s Boogie Woogie

2nd  Plumberry Glow

3rd  Ness’ Cranberry Swirl
Class 21

1st  Cirelda

2nd  Milky Way Trail

3rd  Brazos Belle

Class 26

1st  Columnea ‘California Gold
2nd Columnea—variegated
3rd  Columnea banksia

Class 27

1st  Nematanthus ‘Cheerio’
2nd Nematanthus

3rd  Nematanthus ‘Apres’

3rd  Nema tanthus ‘Black Gold’
Class 28

1st  Primulina ‘Silver Surfer’
Class 29

1st  Episcia ‘Fire Lizard’

2nd Episcia ‘Pink Acajoju’

3rd  Episcia ‘Spooky’

M Taylor
K Willis
R&S Armstrong

M Taylor
D Halton
A Wong

D Halton

D Halton
D Halton
R&S Armstrong

D Halton
D Halton
D Halton

D Halton
M Taylor
R&S Armstrong

D Halton
K Willis
K Willis

D Halton
D Halton
R&S Armstrong

A Wong
R McEwen
J&J Cleverly

D&M Hannah
J&P O’Reilly
H White

D&M Hannah

R Shears
S Hodges

A Wong
S Hodges

Photographs above: Tineke, grown by Margaret Taylor, Marching Band grown by Kel Willis & Colonial
Mount Remarkable grown by Adelina Wong.
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Class 30

1st  Streptocarpus ‘Gloria’

2nd Streptocarpus ‘Falling Stars’
3rd  Streptocarpus ‘Falling Stars’
Class 31

1st  Sinningia ‘Teddy’

2nd  Sinningia hybrid

3rd  Sinningia leopoldii

Class 32

1st  Sinningia ‘Apricot Down’
2nd Sinningia ‘Little Redhead’
3rd  Sinningia hybrid

Class 35

1st  Primulina tabacum

2nd Alsobia dianthiflora variegated
3rd  Primulina latifolia dwarf
Class 36

1st  Wisdom
2nd Pink unknown
Class 37

1st  Colonial Mount Remarkable
2nd Nortex Snowkist Haven
Class 38

1st  Mauve unknown

2nd Red unknown

3rd  Tomorrow’s Indigo
Class 39

1st  Ness’ Blueberry Puff
2nd Pink unknown

3rd  Fairy Gate

Class 40

1st Bandmaster

2nd Red unknown

3rd  Purple unknown
Class 41

1st Rob’s Boogie Woogie
2nd Rob’s Slap Happy
3rd Bonnie Ross

Class 42

1st  Unknown

2nd  Unknown

3rd  Milky Way Trail
Class 46

1st  Corroboree

2nd East Wind

Class 47

1st  Buffalo Hunt

A Wong
A Wong
B Donsworth

S Hodges
S Hodges
R Coulson

R Coulson
R Coulson
S Hodges

J&P O'Reilly
R Coulson
S Hodges

C Taylor
C Taylor

C Taylor
C Taylor

C Taylor
C Taylor
C Taylor

C Taylor
C Taylor
C Taylor

C Taylor
C Taylor
C Taylor

C Taylor
C Taylor
C Taylor

C Taylor
C Taylor
C Taylor

L Raines
L Raines

L Raines

Class 48

1st Candyman

Class 49

1st  Birthday Gift

2nd  Unknown

Class 50

1st  Flower Drum

Class 51

1st Rob’s Fiddle Faddle
Class 52

1st Rob’s Wooloomooloo
2nd Easter Trail

Class 57

1st  Saintpaulia difficilis

2nd Saintpaulia velutina
3rd  Saintpaulia grandifolia
Class 58

1st  Seedling

2nd Seedling

Class 60

1st  Streptocarpus ‘Lauren’ seedling
2nd  Sinningia piresiana x insularis
3rd  Sinningia hybrid

Class 61

1st  Streptocarpus TJ’

2nd  Streptocarpus ‘Elaine’

3rd  Sinningia ‘Nightwatch’

Class 65

1st  Butterflies in the Violet Garden
2nd Gessies by the Sea

Class 67

1st Bowl Garden

2nd Reflection Pool

3rd Bowl Garden

Class 68

1st  Cut flowers

2nd Cut flowers

Class 69

1st  Float Bowl

2nd Float Bowl

3rd  Float Bowl

Class 71

1st  African violet in a novel container
2nd African violet in a novel container
3rd  African violet in a novel container
Class 72

1st  Gesneriad in a novel container

L Raines

L Raines
L Raines

L Raines
L Raines

L Raines
L Raines

B Donsworth
R&S Armstrong
R&S Armstrong

R&S Armstrong
M Taylor

A Wong
R Coulson
R Coulson

A Wong
R&S Armstrong
R Coulson

B Donsworth
R&S Armstrong

R&S Armstrong
R Coulson
R Coulson

B Donsworth
R&S Donsworth

B Donsworth
R&S Armstrong
D&M Hannah

J&P O’Reilly
B Donsworth
R&S Armstrong

R&S Armstrong

Photographs from left: Butterflies in the Violet Garden exhibited by
Beverley Donsworth, Bowl Garden exhibited by R&S Armstrong and




Taking Care of Those Leaves

Here is an article by Margaret Taylor that includes plenty of useful tips for newer growers, and some
good reminders for more experienced members.

The beauty of a blooming African violet will lose its impact if it does not have healthy leaves as a
framework. There are measures we can employ to achieve this.

Symmetry

From the time a plant is in the smallest pot and before flowers appear, we can look to leaf training. The
first row of undersized leaves may be removed leaving a pattern which will form in layers of threes as
growth progresses.

Progressive potting

With a young plant it is necessary to pot up a size regularly to maintain optimum growth. This may be
necessary every three months. When roots appear from the base of the pot, then it is time to act. If this
is left too long with the next potting up an off-sized row of leaves may result.

Normal potting

Once a plant is in a 10cm pot which is generally the maximum size used, repotting is best done once or
twice a year. Spring and autumn are the best times to do this. Avoid radical disturbance of root systems in
extremes of temperature. You may see some unsightly markings on the leaves which take a long time to
grow out. As potting mix ages it will normally change from the optimum pH of around 6.5 and become
more acidic. This may result in nitrogen lock-up when leaves become prematurely yellowish and centre
growth less than vital.

Fertilising

An excessive use of fertiliser is counter-productive. Constant feed methods require only scant
concentrations. Use Kenrose as labelled (the safest bet) or use one-eighth to one quarter of a teaspoon
of other products to four litres of water. It is advisable to leach occasionally with tepid water in warm
weather to avoid accumulation of fertiliser salts in the root ball and the tops of pots. Do not use a high
nitrogen fertiliser for long periods, especially when growing by daylight. This is likely to result in lots of
elongated leaves and fewer flowers. A plant that has been over-fertilised will most likely grow hard,
brittle foliage and bunched centres. In summer when temperatures are stressful it is a good idea to
reduce light exposure if growing under lights and reduce fertilisers still further.

Hygiene and grooming

Keeping leaves clean is a must. A soft brush used in downward strokes will remove normal dust and
debris. Some growers use a soft damp cosmetic sponge for this. When plants are grown in kitchens
and bathrooms there may be a build-up of cooking grime or talcum powder. It is useful here to use an
atomiser of warm water to which a drop of dishwashing liquid has been added. Gently spray the
leaves, avoiding the centre growth and rinse off with plain water after a few minutes. Blot off excess
droplets with an old Wettex or paper towelling allow to dry away from window light. Fluorescent light will
not burn damp leaves unless fertiliser has been splashed on them.

Note: variegated varieties may react unfavourably to this treatment so it is best to stick to the sponge or
brush method.

Groom plant as it grows, taking off any damaged or marked leaves and moving other leaves gently
across, fixing with a toothpick or similar.

[ have included this quotation before but it seems

Pest attack really relevant fo Margaret's article.
Be ever watchful for damage caused by mites, thrips | “Fofiage sets off the flowers, the velvet on which the
and mealy bugs. The earlier these problems are crown jewels are displayed”
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treated the better. Mites will very quickly destroy centre growth, which spells disaster to an African
violet. Thrips, while having a preference for pollen, will be quite happy to suck the juices out of foliage.
Watch for hairiness on leaves and pot-holes underneath them. Foliar mealy bug likes to hide under
foliage and is hard to eliminate. Soil mealy bug will destroy feeder roots which subsequently affects leaf
vitality. Powdery mildew has to be treated early. It occurs when nights are cold and days are quite warm
and in dank conditions.

Challenges

Be aware that some African violet varieties while having beautiful flowers may have less than desirable
foliage traits. Juggling plant placement under lights may help and some varieties seem to prefer natural
light. It is your decision whether these difficult ones are worth the effort. Watch for double crowns in
standard and miniature rosettes. They are best discarded. Fast foliar growth is achieved by disbudding,
especially in summer. The downside of this is active side-shoot growth. Remove these early so that leaf
distortion is minimised.

Happy Growing
/%/;Mmlfﬁy/w‘
African Violets in the Summer
I nformation culled from articles in various previotufs i s

You may remember that in our July issue of “The African Violet” we had an article about “Winter Chills and
llls”. Since we are having a very warm spring with a forecast hot summer to follow it is obviously time to talk
about heat and African violets. On the whole African violets do not enjoy a heat wave any more than their
growers do! Here are a few hints about what happens to African violets in extremely hot weather, and how to
mitigate the effects.

In excessively hot weather:

1 African violet leaves can become limp, even though the roots are moist, simply because they are losing
moisture in the heat. If this happens use a leaf-form so that when the leaves become turgid again in the
cool of the evening the plant regains its proper shape.

1 Potting mix may dry out in wick watered plants, even though there is water in the reservoir. Keep a watch
for this and remoisten when necessary.

1 Flowers may be smaller than usual. This is especially evident on trailers and miniatures some of which
look quite sad when they have tiny crunched up flowers during hot weather. Little can be done except to
remove the flowers and wait for cooler weather.

1 Flower colours may not be as bright. Fantasy markings may be less in evidence. Blooms with a white
edge may lose it or it will become less distinct. Thumbprint blooms, and indeed many bi-colours may
become solid or almost solid colour.

1 Sometimes flower deformities may occur as a result of the heat. There may be an increased chance of
mutations.

1 Variegated foliage may become much more green. This is not a permanent change as new leaves
growing out in cooler temperatures will carry the normal amount of variegation.

1 Growth in the centres of the plants may be come a little “tight” and congested.
1 All sorts of bugs and pests are more prevalent and breed much more quickly.
1 Plants are more likely to be damaged by high temperatures when the humidity is low.

What can you do:
1 Obviously the first thing to keep in mind is to make an effort to keep the growing area as cool as possible.
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Think about ventilation. Outside air should be circulated when it is cooler outside than in. In the middle of
the day during a heat wave it may well be hotter outside, so then windows should be closed and outside
air excluded.

1 If your plants are in an air conditioned part of your home, you have little to worry about regarding
temperature but you may need to give some thought to adding humidity.

1 Some growers find it helpful to run a fan in the growing area. The fan doesn’t cool the air but it does
circulate it so that “hot spots” of stagnant air are avoided. Try not to blow a fan directly on the plants.

1 Plants more likely to be affected, variegates for instance, should be placed in the coolest part of your
growing area. If you are using artificial lights, that will probably be the lowest shelf but check with a
thermometer.

1 If using artificial lights, turn them off during the hottest part of the day. Give some consideration to
running the lights during the night and having them off curing the day. This evens out the temperature
difference. Try to let the temperature fall to some extent before the lights come on in the evening. It is
considered good to have a temperature differential between night and day for best growing of African
violets.

1 If growing in natural light by a window, think about direct sun. In a heat wave the searing effect of direct
sun can be very evident on your plants. Draw the blind, or shield your plants in some way if they are likely
to get direct sun.

1 When the temperature is very hot, especially if it is combined with low humidity, plants may draw up
water much more quickly with the wick. This is simply because they are losing moisture more rapidly from
evaporation. Water in the potting mix also evaporates from the surface. Because of this the plant may get
too much fertiliser so it may be necessary to reduce the concentration of fertiliser you are using.

1 If you wish you can spray mist your plants with warm water. It isn’t the temperature of the water that cools
them, itis the evaporation from the leaf surfaces. This may help, but authorities say that the effect lasts
for a very short time only as the water will evaporate so quickly. (It sometimes makes the grower feel
better, though—doing something always feels better than doing nothing!)

1 Try to increase humidity to alleviate the problems of heat. Mist spraying as mentioned has a short term
effect, but grouping plants together works to some extent. Lone plants will be a lot drier. Open vessels of
water among the plants will also help. Most of our members use the wick watering method with closed
containers for water but other methods that like the Texas method of watering and watering by capillary
matting will gently boost humidity. Don’t know what they are? Watch out for an article in our next
magazine.

Despite your care it could still be that your plants will show some effects from excessive heat. There might
be tight centres. Leaves may be reaching up a little because you have had to exclude light in trying to keep
temperatures down. You may even have an off-size row of leaves. Be assured that these things will pass
and plants will return to normal growth in more average temperatures. Flowers will also resume their normal
size, colour and patterns as before. If you live in an area that doesn’t experience either extreme heat or a
troublesome degree of cold you are blessed. You truly live in an “African violet zone”!

How to Help Your African Violet to Have Babies

Ruth Coulson

It seems that some of our growers are slow to take up the challenge of growing their African violets from a
leaf. It may seem easier to get yourself a plant already growing, but you may actually have more success
with a plant that has grown of a leaf in your conditions. In any case it is a great way to extend your hobby. It
costs so little to buy a leaf, or one may be given to you, and you do get a number of plants from one leaf. It
is also an interest, being quite a delight to see the tiny plantlets coming up and growing large enough to pot
out.

(Whisper—there are often leaves given away at our meetings. Watch out for them.)

It is actually very easy to grow from leaf.
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Just start with a healthy leaf off a vigorous part Propagating by
of your plant. Not an old outside leaf, and not a a leaf

tiny leaf from the centre either. Of course if
somebody gives you a leaf you may have no say
in this and it is always worth trying with, anyway.

The photograph on right is from my book “African #/,
Violets for Everyone” and | am reproducing it

here because it seems senseless to do all that

work of photography over again.

From the top it shows the steps. Take your freshly cut leaf, recut the end so it is on an angle. This is not
absolutely essential but the roots and babies will all come from the cut edge. If you cut on an angle there is
simply more cut edge. Plant it in a small pot of African violet potting mix with the cut end only 10-15mm
under the surface. Keep watered, keep in a good light.

This is the absolutely ideal time of the year for propagation. You should see the signs of tiny leaves breaking
the surface in six weeks or so. If it takes longer don’t despair. Sometimes our conditions aren’t ideal, and
sometimes the leaf isn’t ideal.

On the bottom left of the illustration is a pot with a multitude of little baby plants growing from the mother
leaf. They are ready to separate out when the largest leaves are about the size of the top joint of your
thumb, but they don’t mind waiting longer, and will probably be fine if you plant them out sooner. Just be
sure they are large enough and have enough roots to live on their own!

As shown in the centre illustration tip the contents of the pot out and separate the plantlets. Discard the
mother leaf. It is best not to plant every plantlet. There can be so many, but six or seven is average. | select
three that have a good root and the beginning of a satisfactory leaf shape. The last illustration shows one
already potted out into a small pot. The reason for potting out only three is that you
need one for a spare and one to share. Pot out more and you will run out of space.

Of course if it is a particularly valuable violet or one that is reluctant to produce the
exact flowers that you saw on the mother plant, you might want to grow more. For a
start you can resurrect the mother leaf and recut the end. Replant it again for another
crop. It will probably produce more babies, but in my experience not as many as the
first time. Probably just as well!

If you are a real glutton you can grow heaps and heaps of plantlets from your leaf.
This second set of illustrations shows how you can grow plantlets from a small piece
of leaf—a wedge that incorporates some fairly large veins.

As it shows you can cut the mid-vein out and then cut the remainder into sections
with a secondary vein in each. Plant those in your potting mix, keep moist, warm and
in a good light and wait for the plantlets to appear. | would suggest spend the waiting
time making sure you have enough space to accommodate them all!

This sequence of photographs was passed on to me by Charles Lawn to whom they
were sent “quite a few years ago” by a Russian grower of African violets. Thanks to
Charles and to the originator of the photographs.

Seeing that they can be grown like this makes you realise that you can grow from
even a small part of a leaf. If you are given a leaf but it gets damaged on the way
home, no problem. Just plant whatever small parts you can salvage, making sure
there is a good vein in each one, and you haven’t lost anything.

Of course growing from a leaf isn’t the only way to propagate your violets. You can
also grow from the side-shoots or suckers that sometimes grow in the leaf axils, you
can grow from flower stems, you can even grow from the flower calyx. But all that is
for another time. Get growing from a leaf first.

Waiting for new babies to form and for the new plantlets to grow really does give you
something to get up in the morning for.
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Monthly Mini Show Results

: A ; Class 9
August Day Meetin Juddat OORei l |l
o 9 y 9 & y )1 st  Primulina linearifolia B Donsworth
pen Class 10
Class 2 . 2nd  Aeschynanthus gracilis ‘Red EIf R Coulson
1st  Heinz's Starfish M Taylor Class 12
Class 4 1st  Primulina dryas ‘Hisako’ R Coulson
;Std g‘tﬂe Ero Lad 'I?/I \_/rvorlg 2nd  Alsobia dianthiflora variegated R Coulson
n unshine Lady aylor . ot de s L o
3rd  Optimara Little Otta wa M Taylor Best in Show: Primulina linearifolia exhibited by
3rd  Midas Glow M Taylor ~ Beverley Donsworth
Class 8 October Day Meeting( Jud@®at OO6Rei |l | y)
1st  Saintpaulia rupicola R Coulson Open
2nd Saintpaulia diplotricha Punter 7 R Coulson Class 15
Class 10 1st  Gesneriads in Decorative Container R Coulson
1st  Columnea ‘Firebird’ A Wong Intermediate
2nd Columnea repens R Coulson
Class 11 Class 1
1 Wi Tayl
1st  Primulina tamiana B Donsworth st isdom C Taylor
Class 2
Class12 L 1st  Light Years C Taylor
1st  Primulina dryas ‘Hisako R Coulson 2nd  Regency Court C Taylor
2nd Alsobia dianthiflora variegated R Coulson 3rd  Unknown C Taylor
Class 13 Class 4
Ist  Streptocarpus seedling A Wong 1st  Heinz's Good Vibrations C Taylor

Best in Show: Primulina dryas ‘Hisako’ exhibited by Ruth
Coulson

Best in Show: Gesneriads in Decorative Container
exhibited by Ruth Coulson

September Day Meeting( J u @d@Re by n Mc Ewen
Open

Class 2

1st  Sunshine Lady M Taylor

Class 8

1st  Saintpaulia difficilis B Donsworth

bottom left)
Sunshine Lady

Hei nzods

Photos from the monthly
shows: (clockwise from

Columnea repens
Primulina tamiana

Primulina linearifolia

Star fi




Your Magazine by Email

Think about it. You get it earlier, and in colour, and save paper and postage. And those photographs above
would all be in colour in the email version.

If interested, contact Ruth Coulson, or Sue Armstrong to have your name put on the email list. Contact
details on p.2.

The Ten, Sorry, Thirteen Commandments for African Violets

Timely things to remember for our plants—Reprinted from the August 2014 issue of the Newsletter of the
Caloundra African Violet and Indoor Garden Society.

—

Thou shalt not keep my feet in water—I have no boots.

Thou shalt not deprive me of light, though | do not need direct sunlight.

Thou shalt not make my bed hard packed, it must be light and fluffy.

Thou shalt not deprive me of periodical feeding—how can | survive?

Thou shalt not forget to bathe me occasionally, set me away from the sun until dry.
Thou shalt not leave me sitting in one position forever, turn me around often.

Thou shalt not let stray hands paw me, Ithey break my leaves

Thou shalt not let me grow young ones (suckers) to my bosom, they crowd me.

© ©® N o a0 bk~ w0 DN

Thou shalt not leave me to t he mercy of ignorant, well meaning friends while you are on vacation.

—_—
e

Thou shalt not neglect to provide moist, fresh air around me.

—
—

Thou shalt not allow old leaves and dead blossoms to drape my person, they are messy.

—_—
N

Thou shalt not allow pests such as mites, etc to molest my folia ge, let us spray.

—_—
@

Thou shalt not ignore these commandments and expect me to be - “QUEEN OF THE SHOW”

A fool can make money but it takes a wise man to spend it
Thatds a thought for the Chri st me

A.V.A.A. Publications Available

The following African Violet Association of Australia publications are available to members. They may be obtained from

the Membership Secretary at the meetings, or by mail from the Honorary Secretary, 8 Wangalla Road, LANE COVE
NSW 2066.

Mail requests should include a 60 cent stamp for each publication requested.
Constitution of the African Violet Association of ust
Mont hly Mini Show Schedule and Rules/ Pl ant Sales T@abl e
Leaf Propagati on. Culture Slip
What i s a Gesneriad? Gener al culture | eaflet.

Gesneriad Culture Slips including Streptocarpus, A@him
Sinningias, Trailing Gesneriads and Miniature Sinnjngi

In addition, the following are available from the Secretary, on receipt of the indicated payment, including postage and
packaging. (Cheques payable to the African Violet Association of Australia, Inc.)

How to Know & Gr@Ges Gesinadi adsci ety | nc $8.00

Success with &AAr Vcdan AVi €uétsre Book. $6.50
Saintpaulia Catalogue of Australian Hybrids . $5. 00
African Violets f-&Earilye Mdolbb Af Gi cwear Vi ol et Group $18
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